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Audubon of Florida’s activities include the protection and preservation of Florida's diverse ecosystems, including the establishment and maintenance of nature sanctuaries.  Audubon owns over 70 properties in 27 different counties across Florida.  The sanctuaries are widely distributed throughout the state, with a high diversity of different ecosystems and habitat types.
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Audubon's Richard T. Paul Alafia Bank Bird Sanctuary in Hillsborough Bay south of Tampa is ranked by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission as the most important wading bird colony in Florida.  It hosts between 6,000-16,000 pairs of colonial waterbirds each spring, of 18 species.  This colony has the highest species diversity of any colony in the continental United States.  Eight state-listed species (Species of Special Concern) nest at the Alafia Bank, including Brown Pelican, Snowy Egret, Little Blue Heron, Tricolored Heron, Reddish Egret, White Ibis, Roseate Spoonbill, and American Oystercatcher.  The Alafia Bank supports the largest colony of Roseate Spoonbills in Florida, about 30% of the state's spoonbill nesting population, and one of the largest White Ibis colonies in Florida.  The site is an important nesting site for Reddish Egrets, the rarest heron in North America.  About 15 pairs of American Oystercatchers nest on the islands' shorelines.

The two islands, Sunken Island to the west, and Bird Island to the east, are owned by Mosaic, a phosphate and potash mining and processing company with a major facility located at the mouth of the Alafia River.  The islands are leased to the National Audubon Society for conservation management.  Audubon’s Florida Coastal Islands Sanctuaries posts the islands, carries out habitat management projects, conducts surveys, studies the bird species nesting on the islands, and patrols the colony to prevent human disturbance during the nesting season.
Courting White Ibis nest on the Alafia Bank.
Bird Surveys, Richard T. Paul Alafia Bank Bird Sanctuary, 1999-2010
	SPECIES
	FWC

LISTING
	NESTS/ PAIRS

	
	
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Brown Pelican
	SSC
	650
	397
	310
	535
	310
	310
	304
	414
	125
	322
	150
	288

	Double-crested Cormorant
	
	100
	100
	80
	115
	120
	110
	100
	110
	65
	100
	65
	135

	Great Blue Heron
	
	20
	33
	34
	40
	55
	24
	75
	34
	36
	25
	30
	36

	Great Egret
	
	65
	96
	120
	150
	160
	130
	175
	240
	250
	70
	225
	249

	Snowy Egret
	SSC
	120
	159
	80
	300
	210
	240
	120
	180
	72
	55
	95
	108

	Little Blue Heron
	SSC
	55
	36
	30
	115
	120
	18
	50
	70
	27
	45
	65
	69

	Tricolored Heron
	SSC
	115
	84
	190
	270
	220
	126
	50
	200
	75
	90
	160
	174

	Reddish Egret
	SSC
	45
	50
	45
	36
	30
	48
	60
	40
	21
	5
	10
	10

	Cattle Egret
	
	375
	342
	850
	930
	300
	125
	90
	80
	48
	390
	320
	150

	Green Heron
	
	10
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	5
	10
	+
	5

	Black-crowned Night-Heron
	
	50
	50
	50
	50
	50
	50
	30
	40
	9
	20
	50
	21

	Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
	
	50
	50
	50
	50
	6
	50
	20
	20
	10
	25
	15
	10

	White Ibis
	SSC
	4,615
	5,500
	4,560
	6,050
	16,540
	7,750
	10,475
	8,910
	5,289
	8,870
	4,520
	7,387

	Glossy Ibis
	
	155
	255
	205
	150
	345
	300
	325
	80
	168
	170
	200
	105

	Roseate Spoonbill
	SSC
	130
	145
	125
	230
	230
	330
	345
	460
	294
	260
	310
	258

	American Oystercatcher
	SSC
	13
	18
	16
	15
	14
	13
	14
	16
	16
	14
	15
	10

	Willet
	
	5+
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	4
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Laughing Gull
	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	100
	0
	150
	0
	50
	0
	0

	TOTAL PAIRS
	 
	6,573
	7,315
	6,745
	9,036
	18,710
	9,724
	12,236
	11,048
	6,512
	10,524
	6,234
	9,020


Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission listing: “Species of Special Concern”.  Estimates based on direct counts and flight-line surveys 
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Audubon of Florida’s Tavernier Science Center and Florida Coastal Island Sanctuaries are banding Roseate Spoonbill chicks in Florida Bay and Tampa Bay to learn more about the behavior and biology of this rare wading bird.  Scientists and bird observers from across Florida are reporting sightings of these banded spoonbills, providing information about post-fledgling dispersal and habitat preferences.  The population of spoonbills is increasing in Tampa Bay while sharply declining in Florida Bay.  Audubon biologists are using banding and radio-tracking data, combined with fisheries studies, to analyze this population shift.  By banding spoonbill chicks in both Tampa and Florida Bay, Audubon hopes to answer questions not only about the causes of success and failure of the populations in these areas, but also about the basic biology of the Roseate Spoonbill.  Public reports of banded spoonbills will help researchers learn at what age spoonbills raise their first chicks, where the birds go when not breeding and plumage changes of spoonbills at different ages.
Fledgling Roseate Spoonbill
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Colonial waterbirds nest in groups called colonies, typically on coastal islands.  The colonial nesting habit is seen in large seabirds and wading birds that have long parental care requirements, as pelicans, cormorants, herons, egrets, ibis, spoonbills, storks, gulls, terns, and skimmers.  In all, 23 species nest in colonies in Florida, with another six species often nest in bird colonies but are not colonial themselves.  Twelve of these species are listed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission as "Endangered", "Threatened", or "Species of Special Concern".  The Tampa Bay area is home to 50,000 breeding pairs of colonial waterbirds at about 30 sites.  Up to half nest in Hillsborough Bay at the Alafia Bank Bird Sanctuary or on Tampa Port Authority Spoil Islands.  Some of the rarer species have stable or increasing populations locally (Reddish Egret, Roseate Spoonbill, American Oystercatcher), but some more common species including those that rely on freshwater foraging areas experiencing population declines (Snowy Egret, Little Blue Heron, Tricolored Heron, White Ibis, among others).
BirdLife International and the National Audubon Society have ranked the Hillsborough Bay Important Bird Area, which includes the Alafia Bank Bird Sanctuary, as one of the world class sites of global significance for bird populations.  Audubon of Florida recognizes the Hillsborough Bay Important Bird Area due to its significance to bird populations in Florida.
Adult Reddish Egret in breeding plumage
Florida’s colonially nesting bird species, including species that nest in or near colonies.
	Species
	FWC Listing*
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WatchList^

	Brown Pelican 
	SSC
	

	Double-crested Cormorant 
	
	

	Anhinga 
	
	

	Least Bittern 
	
	

	Great Blue Heron 
	
	

	Great Egret 
	
	

	Snowy Egret 
	SSC
	

	Little Blue Heron 
	SSC
	

	Tricolored Heron 
	SSC
	

	Reddish Egret 
	SSC
	WL

	Cattle Egret 
	
	

	Green Heron 
	
	

	Black-crowned Night-Heron 
	
	

	Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 
	
	

	White Ibis 
	SSC
	

	Glossy Ibis 
	
	

	Roseate Spoonbill 
	SSC
	

	Wood Stork 
	E
	

	Snowy Plover 
	T
	WL

	Wilson’s Plover 
	
	

	American Oystercatcher 
	SSC
	

	Willet 
	
	WL

	Laughing Gull 
	
	

	Gull-billed Tern 
	
	

	Caspian Tern 
	
	

	Royal Tern 
	
	

	Sandwich Tern 
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	Least Tern 
	T
	

	Black Skimmer 
	SSC
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Richard T. Paul Alafia Bank Bird Sanctuary
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