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REEL BALLS . o Lontinued from page 3

G
REEF BALL

Development Gr-;up. Lt::i'.*

The Beef Ball Development Group. Timited, a
company comprised of twanty dive buddies and Gsher
fulks, is producing arlificial recfs with zeal, Their Resf
Ballz are atracling sltantign becuss they are auiracing

“tndfing life. The greep's mission staement charers them
to design naweal Iocking, savireumentadly sound agificial
reefs. Holping Lo restere the world s ailing ool systems is
theiy poal,

Falenled Keef Ballz were invented by u fathar apd
sen weam, The Barbers got dheir inspirution fom their
faverite Teef off oF Grand Cayman leland, The rocf was
destroged by Hurricane Gilber. Siace waiting hindreds of
years for the peet do rebuild tself wauld L4 impossible for
Tena they Secided 1o do somerfiing sbow, it An awaretess
of man™s polluion and ubuse of Me notwral ceefs in other
areas Tueled their cause,

Tae aclificial veefs Lhat exisied at the 1ime,
including ships, il pladarts, bridge subble, cther man.
made materials of opportunity, jost couldn™ mateh ehe
beauty of the nacural reef thar wos destroyed, Their
challengs was 19 produce madules (@ar looked natural. The
s dael ot have shonsinds of dolldcs to access 3 biarge or
crane, buor they reeded 19 design sormediing that would be
hzawy anoogh to be stable on he geean flage,

The dea Gnally zame 1@ them, Jerry Barher,
Todd's father, said, “Why don't we jist Ity some big
beach balls. coad them with a layer of cancrete, and rol|
them dowa the beach inte the water? We can ow Lhe
tgodules cul, and we can pop the beach batls 1o sink
rezf module " With thar thewght, Reef Balls wera barn,

Yar a "vacation,™ Todd, his wife, and some of
their best fricnds lrom college made the firel Roel Ball
protetypes in West Palm Beach, Florida, I was hard wark,
Lot the protarypes did g to thelr currenl resting place
whate they ace thriviag atlificial reefs. Afey rewming 1o
Adlonta, Georgia, the group bagdn 19 beiinstom 2houl an
&a5ET Wy 10 make the modyles. Mefore lang, the Bathers
and all of their frends were working night and day 1o
develogp the idea.

The gronp's volomicers have “kepr the ball
raliing.” Qhver & thousand Beef Balls are new being used
both &n the DF and im other countrics. A2 an altermatve 1o
wagte wiaterials, Reel Balls make sense. They Lok natural,
ind Lhey Moal o their drep sites withoot the pge of Ly
lesvy equipment, Taeyr arc ¢ost cBfoaive and safe fof the
cviranent. They sorvived Trogical Storm Qerdon by

- cérniining stalde on the goean floor sven tough the st
bed engujch encrgy o rewr Miami's famous anificist reef
airplane inhall. _

Whal nexa? The group will continue ta promon:
Beel Balls. They will ecmtinue fo develop their ideag, They
@will continue w dive, Perhaps whal {5 mos iImporan w
the gtoup a5 thal thear legacy will live an, and that their

childrea will Be able 1o kngw what they have known — the
remackable bequty of the raefs.

Fhe Reef Ball Development Greup, Lid., has Jaonched e
Reaf Batls Arcund The Matton Frogram_ The progeam's goal is o
Place 100 or more Reef Ball modules in very rect-batlding
Brogrars in the naricn, The program will be highlighted an CHN'S
Merwork Eareh and Earth Matters shows. The foolage was shoy
doring e menths of Seplember and Octoher and will be aired
sherly after complelion. Several projects ure euresnily undecwiy as

Sponsors wre faking udvantage of the program's reduced mald
Ieasing coels.

BOY 3COUT REEF IN KEYS

The Boy Sceut High Advenoure San Bane an Rilamorada in
the Florida Keys hae been provided a mold by Charbon's Specialty
Speats of Atheny, Geergia. Four more malds have been SPOE G
by W, R. Grace, maker of the high teel admixss used 1o make Rect
Balle dast centuries. The [ive molds are betng used to cbedte a rpal
just off of the Tenneszee Tower deemed "The Scout Real™ &
seclioh of the rect will ke naemed “Chacbon's A2y in honer of the
gponsor. Sleve Zalvandy, coordinator of e preject, says the
program ™ ., provides reef builders with a prastical invention 1o
uge 10 build eeefs with the sssistance af covitonmentatly active
Lroups, cempanies, and individuals, These concreie smuctures are
cesl-sfficienl, sasy to build and deploy without special tasls or
equipment, aad are also gafe for the enviranment” Sao Wampler,
Liavecror of the camp, zays, “This is sn sLciling project for our
Scauws and Cxplorers, The boys and Birls gen 10 leam more aboue ihe
samstuary and marine |ifs while Relping 1o install ceafe Siar will help
preservs the maving life hore' The Saau Beef iz e anly privale

permitted ariaficial reel sile ingide of the Mational Marjye
Sanciuary.

FT. LAUDERDALE REEES

The Broward County Department of Napoeal Beronrcss in
FL Laudecdale is participating in the Peepram 1o build sevecal
hundred modules for both 2 beach dive site and 2 decper
fishingdiving roaf. A third rect, using & barge provided by the Ciy
of Hollywnoed, will be placed in about ews months Sonalating of the
hew large Beef Balls. All three of BED s new inobd BLzed (re weLy
for the other recfs. The Scuth Rlorida Diving Club wilt also help in
the deployments, Ken Banks, Broward's artificial cecf caordinatoe
says, “We hope (o fnd additiona) funding 1o purchase ssveral mold
Systerng 1¢ anake this & permanent program | L, we are using the Bay
Ballx and Pallet Balls oo be deployed by imeresied volunteers and
the Beef Ballg 10 be deployed by the bicge.” WOYA Universiry '
D Spier ic helping with stodies znd ecritaring of the 1eafs ax pan
of the project. NOWA iz donaling space for storing materials and
Rinker Construction Materials s donating end of day corcrete
wisls t produce the Reef Balle.

FUTURE REEFS

The Sariseta Doparenent of Natural Resources flims Lo
Jewse molds direatly from REDG 1 build geveral reefs around the
coenty, The Jacgest reof will consist of 200 Reef Balls un an
arlifical reef site called M-2. Mike Solum, the Artificial Reof
Coordingtor for the county, says, “We are being fpnded by a staye
granl that wis originally intended for amy wanks. The tanks became
o coslly, especially when compared with Recf Balls.™ Mariin

Couny and Herpande Counly are considering using similac grani;
for Lhe same purposs, '



