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Market make-over  
Published on: 7/1/06. 

by DWAYNE GREENIDGE  

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT, Senator Erskine Griffith, has challenged 
the management of public markets to ensure the 
markets remain satisfactory.  

He said the ministry would therefore seek to strengthen 
the quality control processes at all outlets and would, in 
a joint venture with the Ministry of Health,  
embark on a journey to implement training programmes 
for market staff and vendors.  

Speaking on the occasion of the Fisherfolk awards 
ceremony held at the Fisheries Division, Princess Alice 
Highway, St Michael, last Saturday, he said it was the 
ministry's aim to maintain a consistent pattern in terms 
of healthy, hygienic standards within the market 
facilities, as well as in the marina outside the market.  

"Two weeks ago, an upgraded facility was opened at 
Speightstown and very soon a new state of the art 
facility will be constructed at Six Men's Bay. Also, this 
fiscal year, work will be done on the upgrading of the 
Bridgetown Fisheries Complex and the Oistins Market, in 
addition to the construction of the Seafood City 
Complex at the BADMC building along the Harbour 
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Road," he said.  

Griffith said his ministry had continued to develop and 
revise legislation which had been put in place for 
domestic management, such as that relating to fishing 
vessel safety, inspection, vessel operations, fish quality 
and inspection.  

He added that the ministry had begun the process of 
formulating and implementing a number of initiatives to 
include a reef ball project aimed at increasing fish 
stocks and a sea egg project to enhance these stocks, 
among others.  

"Additionally, we will seek to share knowledge and thus, 
produce user-friendly information for the benefit of 
stakeholders and the general public, as well as publish 
technical or scientific reports on the local fisheries, in a 
recognised journal or international periodical," Griffith 
added. 
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