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n theit vacation. Todd
Barber amd Ris wife Lawra
rounded up a group of
friends, wiesHy college
ehuime, e gronty and deploy
the first prototype wiils lo
¥ast Palra Reach, Florida,
Today those carly badls are
thriving arcificial necfs. The
group retumied hoome to
Atlantn, Georgia, ronmited
ter kegping, the ball mllng .

Tne Read Ball Develop-
et Group, Lid, mow has
wreT o thousand Rest Balls in
place in 1he Lnited Siates,
England omd Mexioo, They
work logecher wikth lacal
aivers, Laling Falks and
indugkry b SrRatd Pt ted-
ships for madiep doplowial
and paying for Lhe Reaf
Balls.

Thep"ve oen meghrily
suceessiul  w dae. T
Brivard Ceunly, Flocida, o
Eroug of WAV inskracioss
paekmgred P wiEh iststnnn
affected by a repoput net-
tishlog Ban o place a
mumbar of anis thers to
pravnate healthy, ecolo.
gicilly scund cocks. "We're
brping to sl Lhe stabe Ehat
daviees and fishermen can
ceapaile B un this Kind of
projost,” snyvE Todd Taekeie,

LOrthes prrtneeships
inelude carpeate
spernsorship of i fica | roael
rrajenls, hie Lhe one Allkoais
Skt nuLiGs 35 SRS s EiTg an
Camemn, bejns. A Camaun,
which has aboeet 330 of rae
meodules,  studias are
showring approd mately 3.9
Umes the species diversity
antd doubie the wooant of
figh~-measured by
weight/lnemass—as oo
orher aziEfioal s24fs in fhe
sae poris of lime, b gacl,
Teporks Todd Earbar, “rho
only thing that growes reefs
as  Fast are 1o ipne
bauldors—which menns that
o6k balls and nazurel neels
ZrEer bt Shed e Tabe ~

Earbar atlvikuabes she
speeles divamgity ro the ool
that resf Balls aee difEoront
gizes, walh varping hole
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shapes and sizeg. “Some
little ¥ish prefer fhae sinader
boles in the smaller balls,
and tae larger ones ace good
tat tht hipees spocies,” he
eAniniaing,

B adulitiom, geef balls
are bormnnlated witly 48 are
surfach siructares to albracl
varyieg species. In South
Caraling amd Georgin, the
vompiny has mized grante
wwith the concrebe o prome:c
4l ctiral proliferation. [n
zarts of Flavida whaae the
loeals ary inkerested in
prowimg bard  carals,
Temostono is 2o lxed with the
coocrele by achicue 1he
degized resulls. All 1he
o it adddizes are made
sheapp gnowsh bo wllbhskand
e g gharms They ave
Al imert—ilew din"t sk
i imtny the seater, Raaf
Balls a1e safe enough for Fch
to move in bamodiately.

Aad Fhe wnits are vasy
te dapley, desigasd dase o
Jerey Barhors original bepal-
bakl concepl, exqupt the
busiche pall inside is 1 re-
useable Bladder that is
doflatod wrhen the floating
bills artive at the site.
Although weighing about
FIEA pounds, the larpest size
of veal balls & nemicthedoss
Lawnlle by avep o osmall
ben, snd deplagable wikly
st a e divors.

Ths kind of siomple and
pnsxeasiye solution to a
sanal: gielal problem has
aaragT g Reel Balls
Cevelopment Gruunp, Ld
somme remarkabla acrenkioe.
The hame-grawn Georgia
company, a coallibon of
r:ngincr:ns, srlon] tpachars,
real eslale specialists and
artisks, hvaded by Former
TaErers FPerri o sipement
vonsualtant 'odd Barket, has
oocen fealvred on Cppe
Barth sdikrers, and wriltan
ngp in USA Todny and Sropotir
Foaree. They snagged the
Irlcrnalional Souba
Edusaturs Mesociation [iest
gunr Ravicatinmatal Award
at L 391 [ DEML SROw,
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TFathaps sk
imgyrtantly, Senmiries are
lining up 12 gor Ehgge
actificint reef skacter kits.
Jamaics is considering a
project that would place
45,000 Raef Balls o year off
their zheres, wilk padsikle
spamgarship frow Alcoa
Alummikmm.  Eguenir iz
cenzidering & Toqf Tall
arder, o be bkt will end-
of-day concrats waste and
deplovied by dizplaced
fishermen, to  halster
dzaeeased eeral suafs.

Ik iz gt hard ta (hink of
dozens ol olber eouerisy
that  hwzwe coral  reafs
domaged by dynamlie
tishing, by stkorms, by
chemical run-off. or by
&ed St ik, that conld
WET A lawr-cost, enVicdne
mentably gy alrernative o
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bailding aclificial seefs. Heof
2alla [yvelopment Group, &
OMPRNY Wwhase miidsion
statarment charbgry ghe 2ToUn
B0 Trostore thae weorl s acean
zoafs throwg 1he
dewvelopment of newr idaas,
techoigues and  dewices
dasip ned ko Lroa e
aesthetizally  pleasing.
cemlegacally soumdd wrtificial
ERage " jr peEsEd b Sutdidd
It's 4 recipe for dging w|
by doimg wood -—amd betlor
wet, i business  thao
Eenefits ug all.

w—Bwsnn Waleon s
To participale i plaging
Fzal Talls, fe b spapssr am
areefiinl reef project, soniao
Feef Valls Devslopmen
Geunp, Lid., FOE5 Chappoll
Civele, Domaille, S S05E0.
Phoae (304) S40-B3R9: fax:
140 ) 203,
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